

CITY OF AMERY
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE PROCEEDINGS 
March 16, 2021

The Committee of the Whole of the City of Amery met on Tuesday – March 16, 2021 via Zoom.  Council President, Rick Van Blaricom called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.  

Present:  Council President, Rick Van Blaricom; Mayor, Paul Isakson; and Alderpersons, Tim Strohbusch; Julie Riemenschneider; Sarah Flanum; Chad Leonard; and Eric Elkin. 

Absent:  None

Staff Present: City Administrator/City Clerk-Treasurer, Patty Bjorklund; Deputy Clerk-Treasurer, Ben Jansen; Public Works Director, Jeff Mahoney; and Police Chief, Tom Marson.   
   
Staff Absent: None. 

Others Present: Paul Shafer (AEDC); Justin Fischer (Baird Capital); Dick Waterman, Larry Stelter, and Members of the Public.    
 
Department Head Reports – Reports were heard from Administrator, Bjorklund; Police Chief, Marson; and Director of Public Works, Mahoney.  

Baird Capital G.O. Bond Presentation for City Center – Justin Fischer from Baird Capital was present via Zoom to present what a 4-million-dollar G.O. Bond would look like for the City.  The term of the loan would be 20 years and he gave an example interest rate of 2.39%.  Alderperson, Strohbusch; questioned if 4 million was a large enough amount to cover all possible contingencies and recommended that the City borrow 4.25 million.  

Motion by Strohbusch; seconded by Elkin; to recommend a G.O. Bond of 4.25 million dollars to the City Council.

Ayes – 7	Nays – 0				Motion Carried.  

Waterman’s Contract Update/Discussion – Due to the new tipping fees at the Polk County Recycling Center Waterman’s is now being charged $70 a ton for recycling that is hauled in.  Dick Waterman was present to talk about the future of recycling in the City and what can be done to help offset these costs.  To do this the contract between the City and Waterman’s has to be updated to reflect the current situation.  The Committee instructed Administrator, Bjorklund; to work with Dick Waterman to make changes and updates to the current contract which will be brought back to the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

Possible Closure of Cherry St. Intersection w/State Highway 46 – This issue had been brought up at several committee meetings before and has come as an action item to this meeting.  Aside from the closure of Cherry St. it was noted that no parking zones should be added along Harriman Ave. and Burman St. for the duration of the Keller Ave. Project.  

Motion by Council President, Van Blaricom; seconded by Elkin; to recommend the closure of Cherry St. at Highway 46 and to place no parking signs where recommended by DPW Mahoney and Police Chief Marson.  

Ayes – 7	Nays – 0				Motion Carried.


Stower Trail Update from Mayor Isakson – Mayor Isakson apprised the Committee of the current situation of the Stower Trail dispute.

Amery Lakes District Update from Alderperson Leonard – Alderperson Leonard updated the Committee on what the Lakes District has done for the upcoming summer.  

Possible Expansion of Kayak/Canoe Amenities on the Apple River – Council President, Van Blaricom was contacted by Black Brook Township regarding expanding canoeing opportunities on the Apple River and one of the opportunities the City has is to improve the launch area located below the Dam.  No action was taken as Public Works has the funding and the materials on hand to improve the area this summer.  

Proposed Developer’s Agreement for Housing Development – The City has been asked by the AEDC if it would be possible to create some sort of developer’s agreement that would assist housing developers with the large up-front infrastructure costs that are incurred when building on unimproved lots.  The City is going to work with MSA to see what options are available.

Motion by Strohbusch; seconded by Isakson; to recommend a developer’s agreement to City Council.

Ayes – 7	Nays – 0				Motion Carried. 

Library and Senior Center Opening Status – The Committee wished to inquire on the status of both entities as they are not fully open/functional yet.  The Library is following the risk level of Polk County to determine what level of service should be offered.  It is unclear on what the plan for the Senior Center is.  

404 Wisconsin Avenue Water Line Issues – There are currently issues with the water lines located near Wisconsin Ave. and Arch St. with the lines freezing during the winter.  The main issue is that the lines are very old and no easements are in place for the City to conduct work.  It was decided that the City should contact its attorney before moving forward.  

Motion by Strohbusch; seconded by Riemenschneider; to go into Closed Session at 6:47 P.M. under Wis. Stat 19.85(1)c – Employee Evaluations. Considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. (f) Considering financial, medical, social or personal histories or disciplinary data of specific persons, preliminary consideration of specific personnel problems or the investigation of charges against specific persons except where par. (b) applies which, if discussed in public, would be likely to have a substantial adverse effect upon the reputation of any person referred to in such histories or data, or involved in such problems or investigations.

Ayes – Van Blaricom, Strohbusch, Riemenscheider, Isakson, Flanum, Leonard, Elkin.
Nays – None
Motion Carried.


Motion by Strohbusch; seconded by Isakson; to reconvene into Open Session at 7:33 P.M.

Ayes-7	Nays-0					Motion Carried

 
Motion by Riemenschneider; seconded by Isakson; to adjourn at 7:35 P.M.

Ayes – 7	Nays – 0				Motion Carried



Respectfully Submitted,



Ben Jansen, MPA
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer
March 17, 2021
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