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other places as may be necessary to direct the occupant to the exit doorways.
The lights shall be red and accompanied by a sign bearing the word "EXIT" in
plain letters five (5) inches high, or a red illuminated translucent exit sign may
be used.

(10) Cooking Areas Restricted. The owner or operator of every residential building shall
not provide, use, or.permit to be used and the occupant.shall not provide, use, or
permit to be used, in any room other than a kitchen, any equipment des1gned or
intended to be used for cooking or preparation of meals.

(11) Emergency Work Information. Every owner of a multi-family dwelling shall make

available to the occupants the names of two (2) or more persons that may be called
to arrange for emergency work. The names with the telephone numbers shall be
posted in a conspicuous place readily accessible to the occupants. The names with

the telephone numbers shall be revised periodically to maintain accurate information
at all times.

Sec. 15-4-5 Safe and Sanitary Maintenance of Property.

()

(b)

Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to recognize the private and public benefits
resulting from the safe, sanitary, and attractive maintenance of residential buildings, yards,
or vacant areas. Attractive and well-maintained property will enhance the neighborhood
and City and provide a suitable environment for increasing physical and monetary values.
Maintenance Requirements. Every owner or operator shall improve and maintain all
property under his/her control to comply with the following minimum requirements:

(1) Drainage. All courts, yards, or other areas on the premises shall be properly graded

‘ to divert water away from the building. Adjacent ground surface shall be sloped away
from the structure with a grading of at least one-half (1/2) inch per foot for a
minimum of five (5) feet where possible or by other means such as eaves troughs and
downspout extensions. '

(2) Weeds. All exterior property areas shall be kept free from noxious weeds as required
by this Code of Ordinances and the Wisconsin Statutes. Where required weed and
grass cutting is not performeéd by the property owner, the Weed Commissioner shall
perform said weed cutting and process the charge therefor as a special charge against
the benefitted property. '

(3)  Debris. All exterior propeity areas shall be properly maintained in a clean and
sanitary condition free from debris, rubbish or garbage, physical hazards, rodent
harborage and infestation, and animal feces. All animal feces shall be removed within
twenty-four (24) hours.

(4) Fences, Walks, Parking Areas. Fences, other minor construction, walks, driveways,
parking areas, and similar paved areas shall be properly maintained in a safe, sanitary
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c. Every gap allowing the accumulation of dirt or other objectionable matter in
bathing, toilet, or food preparation areas shall be tightly sealed with an
impervious and cleanable material.

Stairs. Bvery inside and outside stair, every porch, and every appurtenance thereto

shall be so constructed as to be safe to use and capable of supporting the load that

normal use may cause to be placed thereon, and shall be kept in proper condition and
repair and shall present an attractive appearance. All interior and exterior stairs and
steps and every appurtenance thereto shall comply with the requirements specified in

Sections COMM 21.04 or 51.16, 51.161, 51.162 and 51.164, Wis. Adm. Code, as

dictated by the type of occupancy in the building.

Plumbing Fixtures. Every plumbing fixture and water and waste pipe shall be

properly installed and maintained in good working condition, free from defects, leaks,

and obstructions.

Bathrooms. Every water closet compartment floor surface and bathroom floor

surface shall be properly constructed and maintained so as to be reasonably

impervious to water and so as to permit-such floor to be easily kept in a clean and
sanitary condition.

Supplied Facilities.

a. Bvery supplied facility, plece of equipment, or utility shall be so constructed,
installed, and maintained so that it will function in a proper working condition.

b. The owner of any dwelling or apartment in which a cooking stove and/or
refrigerator are furnished for the use of the tenants as part of a rental agreement

~ shall keep such cookmg stove and/or refngeratm in good mechanical working

condition.

c. It shall be the responsibility of the tenant to maintain supplied facilities in a clean
and sanitary condition when contained within the tenant's dwelling unit.

Equipment Removal Restricted. No owner, operator, or occupant shall cause any

service, facility, equipment, or utility which is required under this Chapter to be

removed from or shut off from or discontinued for any occupied dwelling, dwelling

unit, or lodging room let or occupied by him/her, except for such temporary

interruption as may be necessary while actual repairs are in process, or during

temporary emergencies when dlscontmuance of service is approved by an authorized

inspector.

Abandoned Fuel Oil Tanks. - Abandoned fuel oil tanks shall be removed from the

building. . ’

Removal of Debris. ~

a. No person shall dispose of rocks, trees, stumps, waste building material, or other
debris from land development, building construction, street grading, or installation
of underground utilities upon the surface of any land in the City, except at
approved disposal sites.

b. No land owner shall allow an accumulation of rocks, trees, stumps, waste
building material or other debris from land development, building construction,

street grading, or installation of underground utilities upon the surface of his/her
land for a period of more than ten (10) days.
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Sec. 15-4-7  Fixing the Responsibility of Owners, Operators

(2)
(®)

and Occupants.

Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to fix the responsibility of owners, operators, and

_occupants of residential buildings.

Responsibilitiés. The responsibility of owners, operators, and occupants of residential
buildings is as follows:

ey
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Every owner of a residential building containing two (2) or more dwelling units shall
be responsible for maintaining in a clean, proper, and sanitary condition the shared
or public areas of the residential building and premises thereof.

Every occupant of a residential building shall keep in a clean, proper, and sanitary
condition that part of the.residential building and premises thereof which he/she
occupies and controls, except the operator of every lodging house shall be responsible

for the sanitary maintenance of all walls, floors, ceilings, and every other part of the

lodging house. Every occupant of a residential building shall dispose of all his/her
refuse, recyclables, and garbage as required by this Code of Ordinances.

Every owner of a residential building shall be responsible for hanging, installation,
and maintenance of all screens and double or storm doors and windows, whenever the
same are required under provisions of this Code of Ordinances.

Every occupant of a dwelling containing a.single dwelling unit shall be responsible
for the extermination of any insects, rodents, or other pests therein or on the premises
and every occupant of a dwelling unit in a residential building shall be responsible for
such extermination whenever his/her dwelling unit is the only one infested.
Notwithstanding the foregoing by failure of the owner to maintain a residential
building in a reasonable condition, extermination shall be the responsibility of the

_owner. Whenever infestation exists in two (2) or more of the dwelling units or

lodging rooms in any residential building or in the shared or public parts of any resi-
dential building, extermination thereof shall be the responsibility of the owner.
Every occupant of a dwelling unit shall keep all plumbing fixtures therein in a clean .
and sanitary condition and shall be responsible for the exercise of reasonable care in
the proper use and cperation thereof.

The owner or operator shall not occupy or let to another for occupancy any space in
a residential building unless it is clean, sanitary, fit for human occupancy, complies
with the requirements of this Chapter and compliance inspections/orders thereunder,
and the occupancy is limited to the maximum permitted thereby.

Every owner of a lodging house shall make available to the occupants the names of
two (2) or more persons that may be called to arrange for emergency work. The
names with the telephone numbers shall be posted in a conspicuous place readily
accessible to the occupants. The names with the telephone numbers shall be revised
periodically to maintain accurate information at all times.
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No building or structure or part thereof which has been designated and placarded as unfit
for human habitation and in need of repairs or razing shall again be used for human
habitation until written approval is secured from, and such placard is removed by, the
Building Inspector. The Building Inspector shall remove such placard whenever the defect
or defects upon which the designation and placarding action were based have: been
eliminated. ,

No person shall deface or remove the placard from any building or structure, or part
thereof, which has been condemned as unfit for human habitation and placarded as such.
Any building or structure or part thereof designated as unfit for human habitation and in
need ‘of repairs or razing by the Building Inspector, which in the opinion of the Building

" . Inspector would be unreasonable to repair, shall be razed or removed upon legal written

()

service of the order of Building Inspector. If the owner shall fail or refuse to comply with

the order, the Building Inspector shall refer such violation to the City Attorney who will

start any legal proceedings necessary to cause such building to be razed or removed as a

violation of this Chapter.

Any building which has been vacant for more than thirty (30) days for any reason and has

been damaged, illegally entered or vandalized shall be secured against entry. This shall

include adequately boarding up doors, windows, and other openings in a workmanlike
manner so as to prevent illegal entry, vandalism or damage.

(1) The building utilities, plumbing, electrical and heating systems in vacant buildings
shall be maintained- at all times in a safe condition or inactivated so as to prevent the
-possibility of damage to the structure by the failure of such utilities and so as to
prevent hazardous and dangerous conditions.

(2) When any building has been damaged by fire or other cause and when hazardous or
dangerous conditions exist and when such building cannot be secured by conventional
locking or boarding up of windows and doors, such building shall be fenced off so
" as to prevent access and entry to the structure and the area immediately surrounding
the structure within three (3) days of the damage by fire or other cause.

‘Sec. 15-4-10 Enforcement, Service of Notices and

(2)

Orders and Hearings.

(1) Whenever the Building Inspector determines that there are reasonable grounds to
believe that there has been a violation of any provision of this Chapter or of any rule
or regulation adopted pursuant thereto, he/she shall give notice of such alleged

violation to the person or persons responsible therefor as hereinafter provided. Such
notice shall: :

‘a. Be in writing. .
b. Include a statement of the reasons why it is being issued.




Minimum Housing Code

()

®

€9

15410

The proceedings at such hearing, including the findings and decision of the Building
Inspector, shall be summarized, reduced to writing, and entered as a matter of public record.
Such record shall also include a copy of every notice or order issued in connection with the
matter. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Building Inspector may seek relief
therefrom in any court of competent jurisdiction, as provided by the laws of this state.
Whenever the Building Inspector finds that an emergency exists which requires immediate
action to protect the public health, safety, or welfare, he/she may, without notice or hearing,
issue an order reciting the existence of such an emergency and requiring that such action
be taken as he/she deems necessary to meet the emergency. Notwithstanding the other
provisions of this Chapter, such order shall be effective immediately. Any person to-whom
such order is directed shall comply therewith immediately, but upon petition to the Building
Inspector shall be afforded a hearing as soon as possible. After such hearing, depending
upon his/her findings as to whether the provisions of this Chapter and of the rules and
regulations adopted pursuant thereto have been complied with, the Building Inspector shall
continue such order in effect, or modify it, or revoke it.

Determinations of the Building Inspector under this Section may be appealed to the Board

of Appeals using the procedures prescribed in Title 13, Chapter 1 of this Code of
Ordinances. '




