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Just a few structures north of the Winchester
Clock on Keller Avenue in Amery sits the colorful
“Feit” building. The building’s identity is maintained
because the name of the founders, Isaac and
Albina Feit, who built and operated the facility, sits
colorfully above the entry.

Isaac and Albina Feit came to Amery in 1892,
and Isaac opened a refail clothing store located
in what was known at the *Danielson Block.” They
were married in 1880, in Germany, and they
emigrated to the U.S.in 1884. After living several
years in Philadelphia, they came to St. Paul and
subsequently to Amery. B :

In 1911, the Feits purchased Lot 6, Block 5, 0f the il Falelli SR I T aRUT
"QOriginal Plat of the City of Amery;” from the Farmers  (aaiaieleli'sF TS Y
and Merchants Stafe Bank immediately to the
north. The parcel was titled to A. Feit. The deed
included rights to share the *common wall”
which sfill exists between this building and the
old bank building fo the north.

Construction of a new building on the lot
they had purchased was completed in 1928,
and A. Feit & Son moved info the new structure. The Amery Free Press described it as
“the beautiful and modern building now occupied by his clothing business”

The first recorded entry for the real estate at the Register of Deeds occurred in
1857.This land, along with other lots, was owned by the Sault Ste. Marie Land and
Improvement Company, whose owners included William Washburn and John Pillstoury.

Washburn managed General Mills while Pillsbury organized Pillsbbury Mills. ol nanly ntabln T
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encouraging that first sale, often at a drastically reduced price. g e e e @
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sundown Friday through Saturday, Isaac hired an assistant to run the store so the family
could affend Synagogue in the Twin Cities. Mr. Feit and his clerk, Pefer Wike, contfinued
operating the clothing store until Isaac Feit's death in 1947 at the age of 93. Albina Feit
had passed away at 75 in 1936.

AN : Following Mr. Feit's death, the business and
the building were sold to Millard and Gladys
! - Evensen. They operated under the name
Evensen’s Clothing until 1955, when they sold the
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operation. Purchasers were Leonard "Bud” Harris, who had been working afthe | “ .3~ &3 BT
store since 1948, and Dr.A. R."Buck” Buchanan. 4 B & : B C'O'hing
The sale took place on February 15, 1955, and the first advertisement for el WRMERH '
B & B Clothing appeared in the Amery Free Press on February 24. The B & B
stood for Buck and Bud. Mr. Harris was manager of the store. Mr. Buchanan, E ¥ B [ o S ER? s
a professor at the University of Colorado with a summer home on Lake :
Wapogasset, was the silent partner. ; IADI’V :
Peter Wike, who had served Isaac Feit for many years, continued to work RESSES Wfﬂ MLS
at the clothing store through the Evensen and B & B eras. Mr.Wike was a DRE o -
welcoming face who seemed able fo make anything “fit” Hew Styles and Colors RAACHIEF Ry
The Feit building was expanded to the rear twice over the years, first $7.95 fo 99 i USHKOSH $3_49
in 1959 and again in 1965. In 1966, Buchanan and Harris purchased the - e | —— PRI
newly-vacated bank building o the north and established a shoe store to - MER'S WSt ARI!WED
complement the clothing business. Frisit of e Loom LADIES” HATS
The B & B Clothing store continued operations until 1984, when Bud Harris ‘
el SHORTS . 4% $3.98
In 1984, the Feit building was '.T$_HIBTS B BT
purchased by Les and Patricia Wise and Bmﬂis B SHEETS
became a Sears Catalog Store. Ken
and Kay Amundsen became owners of [/ ATH!.HIC SHIRTS xR W
the building and the Catalog Store in 49C Hxid - $|&
1986. The Sears store was also operated || . - M
by Harley and Nora Schaefer, from 1989 ws ERIEFS 4w M&gsﬂ %"E\'{ORK
to 1993. » ¢
After the Sears sfore closed, Dale X 1;’”;; é&él};t : S‘J 0% Pefpm
and Shirley "Suzi” Bazille purchased the . PR
building from the Amundsens in 1994. -+ New Speiag Siylos WORK RUBBERS
Suzi operated an antique store called l P 3298 10 S49R $2.89Per Pair -
Squash-A-Penny. While remodeling the e e
building, Dale uncovered the stained i Buy Your Easter Clothing or Our 1AY-AWAY PLANI
glass above the entry bearing the Feit \ o : J/

name.

In 2006, Margie Belock purchased the building and remodeled to include
commercial kitchen facilities. In the fall of 2006 she opened Feit Square, including BB's
Café and several other local service offerings.

Rog and Barb Anderson, along with Julia Apaloo, became owners of the building
in 2011, and affer improving the kifchen they opened Ida Mae’s Café on April 1 of that
year. Ms. Apaloo left the business affer about two years.

Home of the best breakfast in town, Ida Mae’s serves lunch as well as breakfast
and provides meeting space for numerous community groups. Ida Mae'’s was voted
"Business Renovation of the Year” by the Amery Community Club in 2012

lda Mae’s was named "Best Ma and Pa Restaurant” by Our Wisconsin magazine in
2014. The café includes the original interior metal ceiling and original wood floors. The
stained-glass namesake Feit window can be seen from inside the building.

Research for brochure by Jerry Sondreal, Arlen Burke, Dick Olson & Doug Drake
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The Amery Area Historical Society (AAHS)
collects and preserves the heritage of the local area.
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This historic site brochure is an activity of the
Cathy Haug Memorial Project of the AAHS.
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The AAHS welcomes your participation
as donors and members.

Amery Area Historical Society
225 Scholl Court «+ Amery WI 54001

(lower level of the Amery Area Public Library)



